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Board Meeting: September 2021 Agenda Number: 2 Record Number: ED21/7258

LORD HOWE ISLAND BOARD

Business Paper

Consent Agenda Items for acceptance by exception.

Recommendation: That the Board adopt a Consent Agenda approach due to the extensive list of
agenda items today so that the available time can be focused on matters requiring discussion and
decisions.

Action:

The Board resolves to note multiple items of business on the agenda together by way of single
resolution, being items: 3 (i), 4 (i), 5 (i), 9 (iii), 10 (i), 11 (i) (ii), 12 (i), 13 (i) (iii).

Noting that there were no public questions put forward in advance regarding any of the below
items.

Proposed Consent Agenda Items:

e 3 (i) Adoption of Minutes of Previous Meeting, Attachment A: Board Meeting Minutes — April
2021, Attachment B: Board Meeting Minutes — July 2021

e 4 (i), Out of Session Matters — Status Report Attachment A: Out of Session Result Summary
Sheet

e 5(i), Actions From Previous Meetings — Status Report Attachment A: Action Sheet from the
July 2021 Board Meeting and Previous Meetings

e 9 (iii) Flood Study Update
e 10 (i) Chief Executive Officer’s Report Including Attachments, A, B and C

e 11 (i) Owner Consent approved under Delegated Authority

e 11 (ii) DAs Determined Under Delegated Authority

e 12 (i) Motor vehicle import or transfer — Status Report
e 13 (i) LEP Process Stage 2 Review

e 13 (iii) Review of Compliance with Residency Condition on Perpetual Leases




Board Meeting: September 2021 Agenda Number: 3 (i) Record: ED21/3428

LORD HOWE ISLAND BOARD

Business Paper

OPEN SESSION

ITEM
Minutes of the previous Board meeting (open session).

RECOMMENDATION

For confirmation.
BACKGROUND

The adopted process for distributing Board minutes from the previous meeting (approved by
the Board during its December 2020 meeting) is:

e draft minutes will be produced within five working days of a Board meeting, and posted
to Board members on the sixth working day, unless delayed for a valid reason agreed
to between the Chief Executive Officer and the Chairperson.

e Board members are to return their endorsement, or otherwise, of minutes on a pro
forma document provided by the Administration no later than seven working days after
date of posting.

o seven working days after date of posting, the Board will deem the minutes of the
meeting to be endorsed, subject to any amendments which were received prior to that
date, and agreed for inclusion by the Chairperson.

CURRENT POSITION

Minutes of the April 2021 meeting were distributed to each Board member and have been
endorsed through the above process.

A copy of the endorsed minutes are attached.

RECOMMENDATION

For confirmation.

Prepared: Belinda Panckhurst, Administration Officer
Endorsed: Angie Stinger, Acting Chief Executive Officer

Attachment:
Attachment A: Board Meeting Minutes — April 2021
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Board Meeting: September 2021 Agenda Number: 4 (i) Record: ED21/3430

LORD HOWE ISLAND BOARD

Business Paper

OPEN SESSION

ITEM
Out of Session Matters Status Report

RECOMMENDATION

Submitted for the Board’s information.

CURRENT POSITION

Since the last Board Meeting in April 2021, three matters were considered out of session.

RECOMMENDATION

Submitted for the Board’s information.

Prepared: Belinda Panckhurst, Administration Officer
Endorsed: Angie Stringer, Acting Chief Executive Officer

Attachment:
Attachment A: Out of Session Result Summary Sheet — Open




Board Meeting: September 2021 Agenda Item: 5 (i) Record Number: ED21/3510

LORD HOWE ISLAND BOARD

Business Paper

OPEN SESSION

ITEM
Actions from Previous Meeting — Status Report

RECOMMENDATION

Attachment A is for the Boards noting.
It is recommended that the Administration review the actions out of session in order to
rationalise and review their status. This will be presented at the next Board meeting for review.

BACKGROUND

As a matter of process and procedure, a list of actions is prepared after each Board meeting
to ensure that the Board’s resolutions are systematically carried out by staff. Those actions
reported as complete are deleted from the Action List at the subsequent Board meeting.

CURRENT POSITION

A list of actions from decisions of the July 2021 Board meeting, and previous meetings, is
attached for the Board’s information.

Prepared: Mark McCoy, Acting Manager Business and Corporate Services
Endorsed: Angie Stringer, Acting Chief Executive Officer
Attachments:

Attachment A (included): Action Sheet from Board Meetings.




Board Meeting: September 2021 Agenda Number: 8 (i) Record Number: ED21/7006

LORD HOWE ISLAND BOARD

Business Paper

OPEN SESSION

ITEM
Rodent Response Update and Proposed Future Actions

RECOMMENDATION

1. That this report be noted
2. The Board thank DPIE for their support in delivering and maintaining the LHIB rodent
response.

BACKGROUND

After 16 months of no rodent detection on Lord Island, on the evening of Wednesday 14 April,
the Board’'s Biosecurity Team received a report of a rodent sighting near the Ned’'s Beach
cemetery. As per procedure, a formal investigation commenced immediately. The presence
of an adult and juvenile ship rat (Rattus rattus) were confirmed on the 15" April. The rats were
killed and collected and autopsy results showed that the adult was a pregnant female and the
juvenile was male.

Board staff initiated the deployment of the rodent response plan on Thursday 15" April.

As the response is active and ongoing, any estimates of rodent numbers, costs or other
statistics are only accurate as of the time of drafting this report.

CURRENT POSITION

Response update

The original response area now covers approximately 405ha. As of 15" September, 96 rat
carcasses have been retrieved including 52 juveniles and 44 adults. Approximately 10 rats
are believed to have died without bodies being able to be retrieved. Attachment A shows the
locations of retrieved carcasses and monitoring areas/zones. The last confirmed rodent was
detected on July 28 2021.

There has been no sign of rodents in the Permanent Park Preserve (PPP). Intensive
monitoring has been undertaken in the PPP adjacent to the northern and southern settlement.

While two long-dead rats were found in early August, the last active site from which dead rats
were retrieved was on July 28™. Searching with trained rodent dogs and checking of monitoring
devices continues on a regular basis, despite the lack of recent activity. Given current
information, and the demographics and behaviour of despatched individuals, there may be a
very small number of rats remaining in the settlement area. An accurate figure cannot be
stated with confidence, however, it is likely to be in the single figures. Dog searches continue
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to provide different levels of rodent indications that are followed up with a different dog team
where possible, and trail cameras installed with lures to monitor for rodent presence at that
site. There is still considerable rodent material being found that dates from the 2019 Rodent
Eradication Program (REP), including scat, bodies and old nests — all of which the dogs still
indicate on.

Actions since last known rodent

Since the removal of two known rodents at the end of July, there have been no new active
sites discovered, and effort continues to remain high. An active site is defined as one where a
rodent indication has been followed up with a camera placement and a rodent being confirmed
via camera images.

The methods that have successfully detected and removed rodents from the island from April
to July continue to be deployed. We have reduced our dog team capacity as two of our New
Zealand-based dog handlers have returned to New Zealand. Due to COVID travel restrictions
we have been unable to bring over replacement dog handlers from New Zealand as intended,
but have received one additional rodent detection dog ‘Emma’ sent over from NSW, that is
being handled by Tim Solomon.

Monitoring in the last five weeks since the last known active rodent site has focused primarily
on the northern settlement, where all rodent activity has been found to date. Additionally, we
have also covered the southern settlement area and extended dog searches into parts of the
PPP. These have included the ridgeline and southern slopes of Malabar, most of Transit Hill
and the western and northern slopes of Intermediate Hill. Detection dogs have also checked
the Mount Gower Track and the area up to Grey Face. Targeted dog searches, camera
trapping and bait stations have been deployed following sightings from members of the public.

Refer to: Attachment B

DNA Analysis

All rodents collected during this response have been catalogued and a number of dead
rodents sent to the Australian Museum for independent DNA analysis. Rodents collected since
mid-June had not been able to be sent due to the closure of the Australian Museum. Further
samples have now been able to be sent to be included with the Australian Museum staff able
to return to work. The analyses aims to determine the genetic relationship between rodents
found during the response to historical rodent populations on Lord Howe Island, and rodent
populations from around the East Coast of mainland Australia including Port Macquarie,
Sydney and other locations in NSW.

Two types of DNA analysis are being undertaken:

1) Mitochondrial DNA (MtDNA)
MtDNA that is only inherited through the maternal line and changes relatively slowly
between generations. This often leads to ‘coarse’ or inconclusive results when
comparing individuals to determine which population they may have originated from.

2) Microsatellite comparison (genotyping)

This involves sequencing selected parts of full chromosomal DNA. These analyses
take longer to complete than the above testing, but gives a higher resolution of
information. This allows for a more accurate determination of which founding
population the current rodents are most closely related to, and how closely related
individual rodents are. It is anticipated that these results will be available in November
following the collection of additional samples from the Port Macquarie area to provide
greater statistical confidence in the analysis.
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The results of the analyses will hopefully tell us if the DNA of the recently detected rodent
population is the same or different to the pre-eradication LHI rodents, and how they relate to
rodents from mainland Australia. It is anticipated that the outcomes of the DNA analysis will
give us all additional certainty as to whether rodents have been re-introduced or are derived
from survivors of the REP, however this is not guaranteed. The results of the analysis are
expected in the next few months.

Methodology

The Rodent Response Program (RRP) is a refined version of the rodent response plan that
was created at the end of the baiting phase for the REP (See Attachment B). This details a
540m monitoring grid set out around each rodent detection location.

From the start of August the methodology to detect and remove rodents has followed on from
the methods used from April to July. Using a mixture of passive and active methods to detect
rodents. Passive methods include the setting of monitoring devices and bait stations in a grid
pattern. In addition to these devices, we have a network of some 250 trail cameras spread
across the northern and southern settlement. The majority of these cameras are in a fixed
position and are checked twice weekly on Mondays and Thursdays. A small number (about
30) are ‘dynamic’ in that they are relocated in response to suspected rodent activity and to
confirm rodent activity at a site.

Monitoring devices and cameras are lured (nontoxic, usually peanut butter, mayonnaise,
macadamia nuts or avocado) to attract any rodents in the vicinity to them.

These devices are called passive because they rely on a rodent to come to the devices and
interact with them to provide evidence of rodent activity.

Our primary active detection method is the detection dogs currently here. The dog teams
search systematically through the settlement areas to detect rodent presence. This can be
challenging as there are numerous rodent scents remaining from the 2019 eradication,
including old scats, bodies and nesting materials, all of which have been found frequently by
the dogs. Dogs are considered an active search method because they actively seek out
rodents by detecting their scent. The other active method we use sporadically is a thermal
imaging camera, which detects variations in temperature gradients, such as the warm body
heat of mammals from the surrounding cooler environment. This method is used mostly
around roadsides and through crown land.

All reported sightings are followed up and responded to according to the information received.
This usually involves positioning of lured cameras, dog searches and at times bait stations in
the specified area.

If a rodent has been confirmed at a site it becomes an ‘active site’ and the rodent is targeted
with bait in bait stations, and additional cameras to record bait take and information on the
number, age class and gender of the rodent(s).

This approach has been demonstrated to effectively locate and remove rodents in the
response to date, and should continue to be effective.

How much longer?

The current response is funded to October 31st. Stop rules have been developed by the
Technical Advisor providing guidance under which the response should be stopped, either
due to the response being unlikely to be successful, or because rodents have been considered
to be successfully removed.
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The Rodent Response Plan states a monitoring period of three months after the last known
rodent has been accounted for should be implemented. However, the number of rodents found
in this response suggests a longer monitoring period is warranted, and a further two months
is recommended. This reflects the number of breeding rodents recovered already through the
winter, and the onset of the spring breeding season making breeding events more likely. The
additional period may allow a greater confidence to be gained in the removal of rodents and
reflects the need to secure the biodiversity gains that have accrued since the rodent
eradication project in 2019, and the financial outlay in that project and this 2021 response.

An extension is currently unfunded and funding options to allow continuation of monitoring for
a further two months would need to be investigated. Results from the independent review (see
below) will inform the direction of the program.

Financial support received for Rodent Response

Funding Source Amount Details
DPIE $500,000
Commonwealth $545,000 Was spent by June 30, 2021
Incorporates response costs and a portion of
DPIE $2,000,000 Biosecurity costs 21/22 (July-Oct 2021)
Total $3,045,000

Independent Review:

The Board is seeking an independent review of the actions and methodology of the Rodent
Response Program it has undertaken since April this year.

We are seeking to understand:
o |If the type and extent of monitoring has been adequate to provide a high level of
confidence that all rodents have been detected and removed
o If the proposed monitoring (type/extent) is adequate to detect with a high level of
confidence, the probability of any remaining rats and/or any future rat incursions.

The review will provide further insights into the suitability of monitoring methodologies utilised,
examine efforts and results of what has been undertaken to date, whilst identifying what could
be done in the future to maximise the confidence that the island is and remains rodent-free.
The review is due to be completed at the end of October.
Prepared: Keith Springer — Technical Advisor — Rodent Response Project

Christie Mills — Project Manager — Rodent Response

Endorsed: Angie Stringer A/ICEO

Attachment A: Locations of retrieved carcasses and monitoring areas/zones as of 13
September 2021.

Attachment B: Relative monitoring effort (number of monitoring devices utilised per month)
during the RRP and the number of confirmed rodent deaths as of 6 September 2021.
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Board Meeting: September 2021  Agenda Number: (i) Rec No: ED21/7006 Open Attachment: A

Attachment A:

White dots locations of retrieved carcasses

Green dots indicate monitoring areas
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Board Meeting: September 2021 Agenda Number: (i) Rec No: ED21/7006 Open Attachment: B

Attachment B:

Number of monitoring devices utilised

3000 40
35

2500
30

2000
25
1500 20
15

1000
10

500
| niii .
0 “ 0

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

2020 m2021 @ Confirmed rodent bodies 2021

Page 6 of 6



Board Meeting: September 2021 Agenda Number: 9 (i) Record Number: ED21/6318

LORD HOWE ISLAND BOARD

Business Paper

OPEN SESSION

ITEM
Stronger Country Communities Fund — Stevens Reserve and Skate Park

RECOMMENDATION

That the Board approve the following course of action and direct the Administration to seek a
variation from SCCF:

1. change the scope of the Stevens Reserve project to include a beach accessibility
project and to reduce the scale of the walking track upgrades, thereby releasing
funds;

2. transfer the released funds from the Stevens Reserve project to the Skate Park
project, allowing this project to be fully funded by SCCF and proceed according to
scope.

BACKGROUND

Stevens Reserve Walking Track

LHIB was awarded a NSW Government Stronger Country Communities Fund (SCCF)
Round 2 grant in February 2019 for the upgrade of Stevens Reserve walking track. This
successful grant award followed a previously unsuccessful application to Round 1B of the
SCCF.

The grant amount is $594,705 and LHIB has made a commitment to SCCF to co-fund an
amount of $57,200, although this has not been included in the 21/22 budget due to other
items taking priority.

The grant project is to upgrade the 1.3km Stevens Reserve loop walking track to a Class 1
standard (wheelchair accessible according to Australian Standard AS2156.1).

The application was made on the basis of a recommendation from the LHIB Walking Track
Strategy 2017. The recommendation is to upgrade the Stevens Reserve Loop Track to
include 350m ambulant standard Class 1 track as described in Gorrell 1997 (the previous
walking track strategy report).

Note that the Strategy recommends that a section of 350m is upgraded to Class 1; the grant

application proposed a section of 1.3km. The grant proposal is therefore not consistent with
the recommendation of the Strategy.

Page 1 of 4




A large proportion of the 1.3km Stevens Reserve Loop Track passes through Significant
Native Vegetation (see Attachment A). The development of a Class 1 walking track in this
area zoned Environment Protection would require development approval. The track
construction would require removal of Significant Native Vegetation (SNV) and therefore the
development cannot be approved (as per the Lord Howe Island Local Environmental Plan
2010).

Thus the grant project in its current form cannot be granted development approval and the
LHIB cannot deliver the project as per the grant agreement. It is therefore recommended to
pursue modifications or alternatives to the current Stevens Reserve walking Track Upgrade
project.

Alternatives

1. The Strategy’s recommendation to upgrade 350m of track to Class 1 may be
possible through a corridor in the SNV. Thus a modified walking track upgrade could
be explored as an alternative. The estimated price (based on quotes obtained for the
2018 grant application) for 350m of hardened on-ground AS2156.1 compliant track is
$378,855. There would still be a number of issues to resolve before this proposal
could go ahead. The current alignment of the Stevens Reserve track enters the
reserve from Lagoon Road (near the post office) through a perpetual lease and
through SNV. Thus a realignment of the track will likely be required and may
introduce further complications. These issues would be addressed during the track
design and development application process.

2. An alternative project has been suggested which would meet the same aim to
improve wheelchair access to Lord Howe Island’s natural environment. This is to
purchase and install a lightweight portable beach access track and beach wheelchair.
Such a proposal would likely be set up by the LHIB as follows:

¢ Purchase 50m of woven plastic portable beach access pathway, a storage
roller for the matting, and a beach access wheelchair (see Attachment A for
photos of suggested products).

e Explore options to enter into an agreement with one of the boat shed
operators on Lagoon Beach to offer storage of the equipment and support for
users of the equipment.

While this option needs further work to confirm details, a preliminary assessment has
shown that the project is feasible and would be supported by the community and
visitors. It is estimated to cost $45,000 to purchase the equipment and set up a
storage facility.

Lord Howe Island Skate Park

LHIB was awarded a NSW Government Stronger Country Communities Fund (SCCF)
Round 2 grant in February 2019 to construct the Lord Howe Island Skate Park on behalf of
the Lord Howe Island Skate Park Association.

The grant amount is $231,000 and LHIB has made a commitment to SCCF to co-fund an
amount of $36,700, although this has not been included in the 21/22 budget due to other
items taking priority.

The Lord Howe Island Skate Park Association has development approval to build the skate
park.
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LHIB, SCCF and the Skate Park Association shared some concerns about the project
budget which was prepared to support the funding application. SCCF engaged NSW Public
Works Advisory (PWA) to review the cost estimates and the budget. PWA assessed the
proposal and prepared a revised project budget total of $624,500, and this assessment has
been endorsed by the LHIB Infrastructure and Engineering Services section.

The project is therefore not viable unless it receives additional funding or the scope is
changed to fit the available funds. To date, the Lord Howe Island Skate Park Association
has been unsuccessful in obtaining further funding.

The following alternative actions have been identified:

1. Change the scope of the construction. PWA put forward a number of alternative
lower cost structures which would provide a recreation facility for skateboarding and
meet the objectives of the grant. These include a modular skate park made of
plywood, and a bike/skateboard “pump track” (see attachment A). Initial enquiries
indicate that these options could be constructed using the available funds. The
Skate Park Association does not support these options. The Association has
concerns about the durability and longevity of the materials — a plywood construction
is not as durable and long lived as concrete. The Association has also raised
concern that the skateboarding experience offered by the alternatives is less
appealing to the youth population than that offered by a concrete structure.

2. Approach SCCF to reallocate part of the funding from the Stevens Reserve grant to
the skate park project, thereby fully funding the skate park project and enabling it to
go ahead according the original scope and design and provide a full skate park
experience. SCCF has indicated a willingness to consider this proposal.

CURRENT POSITION

The Lord Howe Island Board has been awarded two SCCF grants:

1. to upgrade the Stevens Reserve walking track;
2. to construct a skate park.

Neither project can be delivered due to development incompatibility in the case of Stevens
Reserve, and due to a significant lack of funds in the case of the Skate Park.

A change to the scope of the Stevens Reserve project could allow a modified accessibility
project to be delivered in lieu of a full walking track upgrade, while freeing up funds to be
transferred to the Skate Park, allowing it to be delivered according to scope.

It is proposed that the LHIB approach SCCEF to reallocate funding from Stevens Reserve to
the Skate Park so that the Skate Park is fully funded.

Both the Skate Park and Stevens Reserve projects are behind schedule. SCCF is keen to
see progress on these projects as soon as possible. The beach accessibility project is likely
to be quick and relatively simple to implement as the items to be purchased are available off-
the-shelf. It is recommended that this project is proposed to SCCF as a means of promptly
meeting an adjusted project outcome, thus paving the way for an extension of time request
for the other project outcomes.

After funding the skate park and the beach access project, there would still be an amount of
$155,000 remaining which could be allocated to Stevens Reserve for a partial track upgrade.
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This would likely be over the 350m section, but constructed to a modified lower-cost
standard, if possible still meeting the Class 1 designation.

The current grant budget is

Project SCCF funds LHIB funds
Skate Park $231,000 $36,700
Stevens Reserve $594,000 $57,200

The proposed adjusted budget and project listing is:

Project SCCF funds LHIB funds
Skate Park $624,500 $0
Beach Accessibility $45,000 $0
Stevens Reserve $155,000 $0

This model also removes the requirement for co-funding by LHIB. Removal of the LHIB
contributions would require agreement from SCCF.

RECOMMENDATION

That the Board approve the following course of action and direct the Administration to seek a
variation from SCCF:

1. change the scope of the Stevens Reserve project to include a beach accessibility
project and to reduce the scale of the walking track upgrades, thereby releasing
funds;

2. transfer the released funds from the Stevens Reserve project to the Skate Park
project, allowing this project to be fully funded by SCCF and proceed according to

scope.
Prepared:  David Waterhouse Manager Infrastructure and Engineering Services
Endorsed: Angie Stringer Acting Chief Executive Officer
Attachments:

Attachment A: Stronger Country Communities Fund — Stevens Reserve and Skate Park — Supporting
Information
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Stronger Country Communities Fund — Stevens Reserve and Skate Park

Supporting Information

Existing walking
track route

Significant native
vegetation

Figure 1 — Map of Stevens Reserve Track showing extent of Significant Native Vegetation
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Beach access wheelchair

Beach access matting

Tt o g -
e and deployment roller

Matting siofag

Figure 2 — Examples of portable beach access systems
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PWA are providing these options for consideration of the LHI Board. If any options are considered
suitable, PWA will provide a high-evel estimate for these works.

Option

Pros

Modular Skate Park

* (anbeaddedtoata

Cons

later date: if / when Large concrete base is
maore funding is required and may be
available above current budget.
= Concrete base is not
specialised work
Resin Impgrented Paper Material with
Plywood Surrounds Durability in outdoor
environment unknown
= Bowl shape {more investigation
achievable required)
» Different size options Further cost
available mves_t}g:ahms are
= Minimal concrete required to ensure this
5 product will fit into
i current budoet
l =
Modular Pump Track
T Mot a Skate Park
+  Minimal concrete Eéme ﬁ;;tdhmks may
« Ease of build Fum’ir !
« (Can be used by push investiqati
bikes as well as investigations are
skateboards required tt_} ensure this
product will fit inbo the
curmrent budget

Figure 3 — Extract from Budget Review and Recommendations, Lord howe Island Skate Park, Public

Works Advisory showing alternative skate park options
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LORD HOWE ISLAND BOARD

Business Paper

OPEN SESSION

ITEM
Lord Howe Island Flood Study Update

RECOMMENDATION

That the Board approve adoption of the Draft Flood Study.
BACKGROUND

The Lord Howe Island Board engaged specialist flood consultant WMAwater to review and
update the Lord Howe Island Flood Study. The last Flood Study was conducted in 1998. This
review has used new data and modelling techniques to update the study in accordance with
the NSW Floodplain Development Manual (2005).

A flood questionnaire was sent out to the community in June 2019 with a number of responses
received which have been incorporated into the review.

The study is funded by a grant from the NSW Government Floodplain Management Program.

CURRENT POSITION

The draft study was placed on public exhibition from 29 July to 27 August 2021. A community
information session was held at the Community Hall on 4 August 2021. No submissions were
received.

It is now proposed to approve and adopt the Flood Study. Adopting the Study will establish it
as the official reference for flood information, to assist the Board with flood risk management,
planning and development control. Adopting the Study will establish the Flood Planning Area
and Flood Planning Level which are used to define land subject to flood related development
controls. Note that the Study does not define flood planning/development controls. These will
be established in a separate process (not yet commenced) and will be subject to Board
approval, including an update to the Local Environment Plan, as per NSW Government flood
planning policies and guidelines.

The Draft Flood Study and associated documents have previously been submitted to the
Board (April 2021). They may be reviewed at
https://www.lhib.nsw.gov.au/community/news/lord-howe-island-flood-study-review-update-
public-exhibition
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RECOMMENDATION

That the Board approve adoption of the Draft Flood Study.

Prepared:  David Waterhouse Manager Infrastructure and Engineering Services

Endorsed: Angie Stringer A/Chief Executive Officer
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LORD HOWE ISLAND BOARD

Business Paper

OPEN SESSION

Chief Executive Officer’s Report to the 24 September 2021 Meeting of the Board

RODENT RESPONSE (RR)

Response to the rodent detection in April has been ongoing with an incident management
team undertaking constant monitoring of the settlement area for rodents. Several dog teams
are active at any one time and experts from New Zealand and NPWS have assisted in the
effort. To date there not been a detection for 41 days. The RR program has been funded by
the Australian Government ($540k) in 2019/21FY and DPIE $2.5million over 20/21 and 21/22
FY. Key biosecurity tasks need to be undertaken to mitigate against possible rodent incursion
and other pest species establishing themselves on the island.

The Environmental Trust Board received a presentation regarding the Rodent Eradication
Program (which they funded 50%) and the RR earlier this month. The Board will continue to
engage with the Environmental Trust over any future opportunities regarding biodiversity
monitoring and ongoing protection of the rodent free investment made to date.

SOLAR FARM UPDATE

The solar farm has been going full sun ahead. Whilst these figures are assisted by a low island
electrical load at this time, it is still evident the Hybrid Renewable System is performing very
well. There are a few minor issues that will need addressing in the future, namely relating to
the system spinning reserve settings, but these will be undertaken as we progress into the
warmer high load months at the end of the year.

From 8:30am on 27th August until 20:30pm on 5th September (with the exception of one 25
minute diesel engine run period), the island was fully supplied by solar/ battery generation. A
total of 30 litres of fuel was used during this time.

Since the 1st September 2021 the powerhouse has generated 37700 kWH and used 700 litres
of fuel. We have experienced a fantastic fuel efficiency figure of 53.85 kWH / litre. This
compares to the same period in 2020 (pre Hybrid System installation) where the powerhouse
generated 37000 kWH and used 8400 litres of fuel. A fuel efficiency of 4.40 kWH / litre.

Human Resources

The previous LHIB CEO, Mr Peter Adams finished up in the role in early June. Since then
Justin Sauvage, Manager Environment and Community Service and Mr Mick Pettitt, Director
Southern Ranges Branch, National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) acted in the role. On
27 July Ms Angie Stringer, Director Partnerships, Planning and Heritage NPWS began acting
in the role. The role was advertised in July and the recruitment process is underway. To help
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ensure continuity, it is intended that Ms Stringer continue in the role of CEO until the position
is permanently filled.

The previous Manager, Business and Corporate Services (MBCS), Mr John van Gaalen also
departed in June. The role has been filled on a temporary basis by Mr Mark McCoy, and on
13 September, Mr Mervyn Yuen took up the MBCS role for a six month secondment from
Department of Regional NSW.

Workplace Health and Safety Review

The Board has initiated a Workplace Health and Safety (WHS) review to help understand our
current WHS arrangements and how we can improve on the current practices. Expenditure
on this important piece of work was approved at the July 2021 meeting and the Lloyd-Jones
Meakin (LJM) Group have been contracted to undertake the assessment.

The assessment will identify hazards and risks in the workplace by evaluating the existing
approach we are undertaking and making recommendations to help improve WHS. LJM will
review current the WHS systems, plans and procedures (via a desktop review) as well as
engaging with LHIB managers (via Teams / Zoom). A site visit by LIM to meet staff and
undertake some training is due to take place in early October.

COVID-19

The Island was under the stay at home orders from 14th August- 10 September. The Island
residents are nearly 95% fully vaccinated. There have been financial impacts for the island
community and business and the Board is currently examining its financial impacts due to
COVID.

Any contractors engaged by the Board have been asked to have a COVID test before
departure to help reduce risk of transmitting COVID and are also being requested to have had
at least one vaccination. The Board is aware that many tourism and accommodation providers
would prefer their visitors to be vaccinated. Enforcement of this will be up to those business
to have their own policies and ensure they are complying with NSW Health Orders.

Airport and Shipping Contract Expiry

Airline:

The contract for provision of airline services is due to expire next year. Transport NSW is
working with the LHIB and the Department of Planning, Industry and Environment to address
the contract expiry for the islands flights from Sydney which occurs in March 2022. Transport
has written to Mr Andrew Nicholls (DPIE) to request that a letter be provided by the Lord Howe
Island Board on behalf of their community to outline the needs and requirement for the
continued operation of an aviation service between the island and Sydney (Kingsford Smith)
Airport.

Board to Note: The CEO is preparing a response to Transport NSW in consultation with the
Lord Howe Tourism Association and the Elected Board Members.

Shipping:

We are approaching the final 12 months of the initial 5 year shipping service contract with
Birdon. Work has commenced to plan next steps to ensure continuity of service.

In order to ensure expert advice and support the Board will need to engage a consultant with
expertise in shipping contract issues as it relates to procurement and legal advice.
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Prepared: Angie Stringer A/Chief Executive Officer

Attachments:

Attachment A: Infrastructure and Engineering Services Report — Open
Attachment B: Environment and Community Services Report — Open
Attachment C: HREP Report Solar Report — Open
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CEO Board Report

Infrastructure and Engineering Services

This report covers the period between the last Board report in April 2021, through to
September 2021 and includes the material from the deferred from the May/June 2021.

Human Resources

o Arecruitment process was held for the Waste Management Facility Coordinator and Brad
Josephs has been appointed permanently to the position. Brad brings considerable
experience to the role including acting as WMF Coordinator for 2 years.

e A recruitment process for field officers has been completed and three ongoing positions
filled in the Works Unit.

e The IES unit’s project officer Amy Foxe concluded her position with the LHIB in order to
pursue a new opportunity in the NSW Government. | wish to thank Amy for her excellent
work to lead and steer a number of projects to successful outcomes, in particular the
Hybrid Renewable Energy Project. A recruitment process has been completed and the
position filled on a temporary basis.

Parks and visitor facilities

¢ Maintenance continues to public areas, parks and gardens to maintain a high standard of
presentation.

¢ Picnic areas and BBQs were very busy prior to the regional NSW lockdown — provision of
firewood is consuming considerable resources.

Roads

e Pothole road maintenance being carried out weekly. Road drain maintenance, sand and
debris removal as required.

o LHIB was unsuccessful in its application for the NSW Fixing Local Roads Round 2 grant.
Follow up is underway to seek feedback and discuss possible funding models with
Transport for NSW.

e LHIB has submitted applications for the NSW Government Fixing Local Roads Round 3
grant program. The grant body confirmed that LHIB is eligible to apply for this program
after doubts were raised during the Round 2 process.

e Workis underway to repair Muttonbird Drive and McGees Parade. This work is progressing
using funds from Commonwealth Roads to Recovery and Local Roads and Community
Infrastructure grants, as well as LHIB capital works funds. The work has had some delays
due to wet weather but is scheduled for completion prior to end of September 2021.

Marine and coastal

e Regular pressure cleaning to jetty stairs and boat ramp.
o Arequestto marketis being prepared for major jetty maintenance This work is part funded
in the 21/22 capital budget, but will likely require further funding in 22/23.
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General maintenance, operations and mechanical

The old Commonwealth Bank room has been converted into a shared office space. It has
lately been used by the National Parks staff supporting the rodent incursion response, and
has been a valuable additional space.

The old phasmid enclosure at the LHIB depot has now been converted into a water testing
facility. This provides an improved work area for water officers to carry out regular testing
on LHIB potable water supplies.

Community Hall windows repaired (counterweights).

LHIB staff continue to monitor mosquito larvae species as per the Lord Howe Island
Mosquito Surveillance and Vector Monitoring Programme. This programme is part of a
National scheme run by the Commonwealth Department of Agriculture, Water and the
Environment.

Neds Beach Cemetery railings repaired.

Mechanical programmed and breakdown maintenance and workshop services continue
as usual.

Workshop is managing a Toyota recall issue which affects a vehicle in the LHIB fleet.
Likely to result in Toyota sending a mechanic to the island to conduct repairs.

There are a number of items of plant in poor/unserviceable condition due to age and wear
and tear. This includes the Caterpillar traxcavator, 20T excavator and Linde forklift.
Capital funds have been allocated for a replacement excavator and forklift and
procurement work is underway.

Electrical

All programmed maintenance and safety checks completed.

For reporting period 12 March to 18 May 2021:

o Energy demand for the reporting period was 449,600 kWh.

o Fuel consumption for the reporting period was 48,900 litres.

o Fuel energy efficiency for the reporting period was 9.2 kWh/L

o There are currently 295 customers connected to the electrical supply system.

o There was 1 unplanned customer supply interruption to the distribution system during
the period. This outage was the result of localised customer overloads.

o There was 1 planned supply interruption to the distribution system during the period.
This resulted in a loss of supply to all customers when the powerhouse was shutdown
to restart the powerhouse in manual mode and allow TESLA to update and reset the
microgrid controller. The duration of this supply interruption was 25 minutes.

Powerhouse gensets have had a number of breakdowns:

o Genset No. 1 suffered an alternator failure resulting in the alternator being shipped to
the mainland for a major rewire. The alternator was returned to service on 30th April.

o Genset No.3 suffered a major mechanical failure on 1st May. The genset was removed
from service and replaced with the spare powerhouse Series 60 engine. The genset
was returned to service on 6th May and the failed engine sent for repair to the mainland
(now returned).

o Maintenance on Genset No. 2 on 7th May identified a failed camshaft idler gear. This
genset is out of service and will require mainland repair at some stage, however this
has been put on hold for now due to budget limitations.

o Current status is three gensets in service (100%), with the spare engine out of service,
awaiting repair. With the solar generation and battery storage, there is no critical
requirement for the spare engine.

These breakdowns did not affect security of the power supply. The emergency generator

remained in service and able to power the entire island. The maintenance and operations

of the gensets is being carried out as per requirements, and the breakdowns do not appear
to be associated with any change in practice since the solar project has been implemented.
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There have been some notable achievements in fuel efficiency since the commissioning

of the HREP:

o From 0830 hrs on 27th August until 2030 hrs on 5th September with the exception of
one 25 minute diesel engine run period the island was fully supplied by solar/ battery
generation. A total of 30 litres of fuel was used during this time.

o Since the 1st September 2021 the powerhouse has generated 37700 kWH and used
700 litres of fuel. We have experienced a fuel efficiency figure of 53.85 kWH / litre. This
compares to the same period in 2020 (pre Hybrid System installation) where the
powerhouse generated 37000 kWH and used 8400 litres of fuel. A fuel efficiency of
4.40 kWH / litre.

See projects section and the attached project status report for additional reporting on the

renewable energy project.

An independent internal audit was commissioned for the Electricity Network Safety

Management System (ENSMS) as per electricity regulator requirements. The audit

identified a number of recommendations which will be reviewed and implemented. The

audit did not identify any significant concerns or shortcomings.

Airport

Three new windsock poles have been installed.

Aerodrome maintenance including mowing, weed control, and tarmac repairs continues.
Access gates and fencing replaced in some areas.

The 2021 Annual Aerodrome Technical Inspection had been planned for July 2021. As
was the case last year, this has again been delayed due to covid travel restrictions. LHIB
is liaising with CASA on this matter and will progress the inspection as soon as possible.
The last inspection was completed in February 2021, so LHIB has not passed the normal
12 month interval yet and is therefore still compliant with inspections schedule. A July
target had been set to return to the normal pre-covid timetable.

The new Aerodrome Manual has been submitted to CASA. This has represented a large
and complex body of work by the Team Leader Compliance and Projects and ensures
compliance with new Civil Aviation Safety Regulations.

The revised Aerodrome Wildlife Hazard Management Plan is complete.

The new Airport Transport Security Plan has been completed and issued to comply with
new Transport Security Regulations and Airport Security Classification Model.

The Transit Hill lighting has been completed. The Intermediate Hill light was installed but
appears to have been damaged by lightning. This will be assessed upon the next visit by
the Marine Rescue radio contractor.

Island Trader

IES has been working with the LHIB Biosecurity Team and with Birdon to monitor and
manage shipping-related biosecurity initiatives

IES continues to liaise with Birdon on schedule changes prompted by the regional NSW
lockdowns.

Emergency Management

Creeks have been monitored and cleared as required during heavy rain.

SES Annual support visit has been postponed due to Covid, and is currently rescheduled
for October 2021.
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Waste management facility

e Core operations continue at the WMF, with some difficulties due to staff shortages.

e The turnaround of IBC containers for waste oils was affected by the Port Macquarie floods
at Birdon. This has resulted in a backlog of oil for disposal. Staff are working to catch up.

o Export of grade 3 glass off-island for recycling continues.
NSW EPA has given preliminary approval to reuse waste glass in concrete at the WMF.
This will provide a valuable reuse pathway for glass. Projects to benefit include new
storage bays and shed foundations/slabs.

o Draft compost sampling plan has been submitted to the EPA. Once this plan is finalised
and approved, the WMF will commence the sampling program. The results of sampling
will form part of the application to the EPA to allow compost reuse.

COVID-19

¢ Increased cleaning maintained for airport terminal and public toilets.

¢ Hand sanitiser provided in public areas.

o LHIB workplaces covid safety measures have been adjusted to align with NSW regulations
as required.

Projects
Aviation fuel shed

The fire engineering assessment was finalised and a construction certificate issued. The
builder is finalising procurement of materials and has scheduled construction for October
2021.

Stronger Country Community Fund Grants
IES section maintains regular contact with the SCCF office to monitor project progress.
Round 1 — Old Powerhouse Site Remediation — SCCF1B-0032

Grant acquitted. Picnic tables for the concrete area and lawns have been installed and are in
regular use. The amphitheatre hosted a Rockfest event and proved to be an excellent venue.

Round 2 - Lord Howe Island Skate Park — SCCF2-0536

See separate business paper.

Round 2 - Stevens Reserve Walking Track

See separate business paper.

Round 2 — Upgrade amenities at Bowling Club — SCCF2-0541

Work on this grant is complete, and final acquittal is being prepared.
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Round 3 — Upgrade Aquatic Club building and storage and purchase new sailing / water
sport equipment — SCCF3-1557

The Board has established a sub-contract arrangement similar to the Bowling Club to allow
for delivery of the project by the Aquatic Club Committee.

Round 3 — Community Playground Upgrade — SCCF3-1561
Construction of the new playground is scheduled to occur during October 2021.

Approach to market has selected a supplier. Design discussion has been held with Playgroup.
Work is underway to agree on final specification and complete a contract and purchase order.
Planning underway to manage construction, with a view to completing the project this winter.

Round 3 — CBD Amenities and Wastewater System

The new IES project officer is preparing a detailed options paper and timeline which will be
used to select a solution and plan delivery of this project. The project has a budget of $137,000
from SCCF and a further $113,000 has been allocated from LHIB capital.

Windy Point Coastal Remediation

e Sand nourishment campaign completed on 18th April 2021.

o Total 1535 Hydrema truckloads of sand moved, total volume around 8600 cubic metres.
Sand bag wall removed.

o Work completed according to plan, with no safety incidents. Disruption to beach amenity
was managed to an acceptable level.

o LHIB 20 tonne excavator suffered a serious hydraulic pump fault during the work. The
project continued using the All Island Service excavator.

e Drone surveys completed 20 April 2021 and 7 August 2021 to monitor natural sand
movement following completion of work.

o Revegetation work has commenced, but progress has slowed due to resources being
diverted to rodent incursion response. Work will resume as soon as possible. Fencing
has been installed along the top of the dune to limit pedestrian access to the area while
vegetation is being established.

o Positive feedback obtained from advising coastal engineers at Coastal Estuary section of
the NSW Department of Planning, Industry and Environment.

e The erosion immediately south of the runway at Windy Point remains a concern. At the
time of writing, work is programmed to add sand to this erosion face to protect the coastline
and airport infrastructure.

Boating Now Grant

The Board has a grant arrangement with Transport for NSW. The grant was awarded in 2015
and has been through various conceptual iterations, with numerous delays. The current
approved project is to procure a large vessel hoist trailer and to construct a marine wash down
facility. The agreed completion date is 28 February 2022 and the grant body has indicated
that an extension of time is unlikely to be granted, given that there have been delays for so
many years, and that the grant has already been extended for several years beyond the
original timeframe. |ES has carried out some early stage design and product research for the
project, but is behind schedule and is unlikely to be able to deliver the project in time for



Board Meeting: September 2021 Agenda Number: 10 () Rec No: ED21/3381.01 OPEN  Attachment: A

February 2022. IES is now exploring a partial delivery of the project, such as procurement of
a trailer only. Information may need to be considered out of session once the next steps are
clear.

Hybrid Renewable Energy Project

The Lord Howe Island Hybrid Renewable Energy Project (HREP) Project Status Report is
attached for the information of the Board.

The faults which were outstanding at the time of the last Board meeting have been resolved.
These were traced to a problem with the microgrid controller. The controller has been
replaced, and no further faults have occurred. The practical completion milestone was
achieved on 22 April 2021, which marked the completion of construction and handover of the
system from Photon to the LHIB. The project now enters full operation and the 12 month
and 24 month monitoring and performance guarantee periods are underway. LHIB remains
in regular contact with Photon to monitor the system optimise performance.

Work continues to organise media releases, and to meet reporting requirements for ARENA.
Once these aspects of the project are well underway, further work will proceed on finalising
the site fencing and parking and constructing the composting toilet.

Prepared: David Waterhouse, Manger Infrastructure and Engineering Services

Endorsed: Angie Stringer, Chief Executive Officer
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CEO Board Report

Environment and Community Services

Biodiversity Management

Hunting of masked owls to progress eradication continues. On 5" April 2021 a female
masked owl was shot in a clearing in the bush at Soldiers Creek. Since then, there has
been a report from a resident of an owl calling from Stevens Reserve on one occasion
and a report of an owl call from Tas Douglas Drive which when investigated was
determined to be the call of a Long-tailed Cuckoo. There has been no sign or call
reported. Ongoing surveys are required to determine if there are any remaining owls,
and if so determine how many and their location to be able to target their removal
through shooting. Ten song meters have been purchased for placement around the
island to enable long term surveying across the island to determine presence/absence
and location if present to inform on hunting strategies. Song meters will also assist in
being able to declare eradication following a prolonged period with no calls detected
across the island.

A total of 32 woodhens have been killed by motor vehicles since the start of the year.
The Board is encouraging residents to report all Woodhen deaths to the Board. Weed
and Myrtle Rust inspections and African Big-headed Ant surveys have been
suspended due to all staff being prioritised to work on the Rodent Response (RR).

Threatened plants

Threatened plant recovery actions continue to be implemented according to the LHI
Saving Our Species (SOS) grant agreement.

The Lord Howe Morning Glory Calystegia affinis - Old Settlement continues to receive
treatment to reduce Flea Beetle Arispoda sp, induced leaf defoliation and dieback.
Phillip Island Wheat Grass Elymus multiforus subsp kingianus has been established at
six sites (North Bay, Windy Point, Blinky Point, Rocky Run and Boat Harbour and
Intermediate Hill) increasing the original population known from Old Settlement and
Dawson’s Point of 50 plants to over 600 (including seedling recruits).

Sand Spurge Euphorbia psammogeton population on Blinky Beach has been saved
from localised extinction with the population reduced to 25 plants prior to REP.
Supplementation of the original population on Blinky Beach was timely and the species
is now self-propagating (estimate at 150 individual plants). Trials to establish Sand
Spurge in ‘former known’ locations on the lagoon foreshore has had varied results due
the modified environment. Trial plantings have been established at the Pines Trees
dune rehabilitation site. The aim is to build population size to enable adequate seed
dispersal to enable their persistence in the wild.

lllegal clearing of bushland on the lagoon foreshore near Arajila Lodge has removed a
mature Knicker Nut Caesalpinia bonduc as well as several translocated seedlings
planted at the site in accordance with an approved SOS translocation plan.

Ten out of 20 threatened plant monitoring plots were surveyed between March — May
2021.
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Biosecurity

See separate business paper 8 (i)

Weed Management

The LHI Weed Eradication Program (WEP) has reached year 16 of a projected 30 year
program period. Infestations of environmental weeds that were once a common feature
across the island landscape are significantly reduced and are getting harder to find.
Over 6,500 hectares have been cumulatively searched, 2.52M individual weeds
removed (90 weed species), with 2M hours of labour and $13M investment. This effort
has achieved the reduction of weeds encountered per hour by 90% (previously
reported).

The new rodent free ecology of LHI (outside of the settlement area) is exhibiting
increased ‘weed release’ (i.e. substantial weed seedling regeneration and survivorship
under residual mature weeds is evident compared to the previous decade) and
emergence of new weeds spreading from gardens in the Settlement; notably Cunjevoi
Alocasia brisbanensis, Silky Oak Grevillea robusta, Tobacco Bush Solanum
mauritianum, Papaya Carica papaya, White Cedar Melia azederach and Palm Grass
Setaria palmifolia. Seedlings of Winter Senna - Arsenic Bush Senna septemtrionalis
have been detected in areas where this low density weed have not been recorded
previously, suggesting seed dispersal from the only known location or regeneration
from soil stored seedbanks and reduced predation by rodents.

Two new non-native plants have been recorded on the island (e.g. Mexican Chia Salvia
hispanica and Annual Ragweed Ambrosia artemisiifolia) that may previously have
been suppressed by rodents or are new incursions via unknown pathway.

The WEP historically has forecast a 500ha yearly investment to search (on ground)
about half the island per year to remove target weeds at all life stages every two years.
This level of resourcing has achieved the reduction and downward trend in weeds by
90%. However, in a rodent free ecology the extent of search effort will need to be
increased to keep ahead of increased weed release and to avoid losing the gains made
with effort and investment to date.

For the 2020/21 financial year, the WEP reports 560 hectares of weed search (338 on
ground and 222 aerial / cliff lines) 9,300 hours of effort, removing 564 peak mature,
1845 young mature and 31,000 younger stage weed plants (33,409 total of 69 weed
species).

The LHI WEP was temporarily on hold with the whole WEP labour force (recurrent and
grant funded) tasked to the RR (from mid April 2021).

Planned specialist WEP contractors have also been postponed due to accommodation
required for the RR external staff. As a result of the RR, priority remote and residual
mature weeds detected on the western flank of Mt Lidgbird (in “The Bowl’ south of
Roundface — above the Cross) remain untreated as are all priority blocks due for repeat
visitation. Re-tasking of WEP staff to other duties not only loses the time driven
advantage in removing weeds before they reach reproductive maturity but also
seasonal advantage in accessing remote terrain (during more favourable weather).
Weed inspections have also been delayed.

Dendra have provided the LHIB aerial weed detection data from sample sites surveyed
on LHI in February 2021. The LHIB is due to ground truth the results and provide
feedback to Dendra data ecologists. The rapid detection of residual mature weeds

To gain traction on lost time from the REP & RR, the WEP will be seeking external
investment to apply yearly treatment of priority weed landscapes across the island,
back to back, to address residual and new and emerging weed risks before they
spread. Ultimately a more robust, integrated environmental labour force needs
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consideration which will give the LHIB increased capacity to effectively manage
biosecurity risk and to avoid compromising other biodiversity conservation programs
on island.

Table 1. Weed tallys LHIB Weeds Database 15t July — 15t May 2021

Weed Species Seed/Juv | Young Mat Peak Mat Total
African Boxthorn 27 3 1 31
Bitou Bush 32 12 15 59
Climbing Asparagus 415 45 11 471
Bridal Creeper 470 166 49 685
Castor Oil 680 30 12 722
Cherry Guava 293 384 103 780
Ground Asparagus 6870 492 116 7478
Night Jasmine 519 87 7 613
Lantana 0 0 0 0
Madeira Vine 695 42 33 770
Ochna 13036 150 16 13202
Sweet Pittosporum 1116 13 7 1136

Revegetation

Maintenance and infill planting at the Environmental Trust funded revegetation project
at “Pinetrees Sallywood Swamp Forest Revegetation” was scheduled from late April
through till Spring but was suspended due to RR. Since 8 June the RR has engaged
additional staff enabling most Environment Unit Board staff to return to normal duties.
Planning is underway for upcoming revegetation works to revegetate recent coastal
protection works at Windy Point, control exotic Rhodes Grass and infill planting on
Blackburn Island following the breeding season for Wedge-tailed Shearwater and to
convert exotic grasses to native vegetation at the Lord Howe Island Morning Glory site
at Old Settlement. This work has been suspended until resources are made available
due to RR.

Maintenance work and infill planting has been suspended at all existing revegetation
sites.

The environmental unit has established a small nursery at the depot, which provides
opportunity for staff to learn plant propagation skills, alternative wet weather work and
capacity for the LHIB to grow uncommon and threatened plant species.

Incident Management

NIL

Compliance and Enforcement

An incident that involved the attack of a dog by another dog was reported to the Board
in June 2021. The owner of the dog who attacked another dog was issued with a
Penalty Infringement Notice (PIN) along with an official caution to take all reasonable
precautions to prevent his dog from escaping the property on which it is being kept and
requiring a mandatory obedience reassessment in November 2021 as per Policy
guidelines.
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Community Programs & Education

e The Board has received grant funding from DPIE to support the transition to the NSW
Planning Portal for online DA submission program. The Grant Funding has been
earmarked fund the purchase of equipment to set up a day use office space in
Commonwealth Bank building. Residents will be given priority complimentary access
to use the equipment for the submission of DA’s online. When not in use for DA
submissions these computers and office space will be available to the community to
rent as day use office space. Due to COVID restrictions this space is currently being
used as office space for Board staff to improve social distancing. Once restrictions are
eased this space will be made available for residents to use when submitting DA’s.

e Board staff are working with DPIE to ensure the on line system is up and running and
once this occurs the community will be notified.

Visitor Infrastructure

¢« Maintenance work on the Middle Beach south steps has been completed and the steps
are now open.

e The Middle Beach north steps will remain closed until further notice. Storm activity has
resulted in the lower steps being washed away, and LHIB staff have identified concerns
with the stability of the slope that the lower portion of the steps are installed in. Expert
geotechnical advice will be obtained prior to any reconstruction works being
undertaken.

e Goat House walking track remains closed until further notice. A detailed geotechnical
report has been completed. Preliminary work to reinstate the track will be undertaken
in house, however external contractors may be required to install the re-routed track.
Funding to undertake these works which may require helicopter support have not been
identified. The table below provides and approximate time frame for works:

Works Requires to Reinstate Goat House Track Timeframe
Site inspection 2 days
REF 5 days
Clearing new route 10 days
Ordering of materials 2 days
Transportation of materials (timeframe dependant on 31 days

sourcing helicopter, stock supply & shipping schedule)

Engaging contractors to implement on-ground erosion 62 days
control works

Engaging specific contractors (timeframe dependant on 15 days
availability of contractors);
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Total Estimated Timeframe (days) 127 days
(working weeks) 25.4 weeks
(working months) 6.35 months

e Inquiries are being made to confirm if the remediation works will be covered by

insurance.

e Repair and maintenance of walking tracks has been interrupted by the RR. Since 8
June the RR has engaged additional staff enabling most Environment Unit Board staff
to return to normal duties. Staff will prioritise works based on risk to the public.

e The recent rockfall on the south eastern face of Lidgbird has not impacted on any
walking track infrastructure.

Marine Management / Moorings

o 11 visiting vessels attached to PTM’s during the reporting period. Note: Report period
May - July.

¢ Visual mooring inspections were conducted on 20 May 2021 — minor maintenance is
required. The Annual mooring inspections by commercial divers is currently being
arranged for October 2021.

e Mooring issues - reinstallation being pursued for the vessel ‘Stardust’ have been
resolved with the owner of the vessel, Mr Gary Payten, relocating his mooring to the
area designated by the Board and MPA in June 2021.

Human Resource Management

e 2 x part time bush regenerator role awarded and commenced.
e Part time ranger role awarded and commenced.

Environmental Assessment

e Ecological assessments for all OC / DAs referred completed
o Tree risk assessments completed.

Land Administration

e See business papers

Development Assessment and Land Use planning

e Lord Howe LEP 2010 (Amendment 6) — Stage 1 various amendments — in
accordance with the resolution made at the April Board meeting the Planning
Proposal has been submitted to DPIE to make the LEP.

e Board staff continue to work with Spatial Services NSW to introduce rural addressing
to Lord Howe Island. This provides each property on the Island with a unique
address which in the coming years will be required to obtain or renew drivers
licences and access government services.
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Prepared: Justin Sauvage, Manager Environment and Community Services

Endorsed: Angie Stringer, A/Chief Executive Officer
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Solar PV HREP

Update September 2021

As the project construction phase is complete, there has not been significant change since the May 2021 report. The
following updates are provided in addition to the below May 2021 report:

e Milestone payment 9 from ARENA of $519,997 has been approved and invoiced.

e  Workiis still underway to apply for contingency funding from ARENA to cover project variations.

e Media releases for project completion have been delayed, however a resolution has been achieved and
media releases from ARENA and Photon Energy Australia are expected in the week beginning 13 September
2021.

e LHIB staff are working with Photon Energy to plan scheduled maintenance activities for the solar/battery
hardware and software.

e System performance has been outstanding, with a number of 100% renewable days achieved since
commissioning.

e The public display screens at the Amphitheatre and in the Museum are not working reliably. LHIB staff are
liaising with Photon to effect repair.

Status Report to o I ot S ‘ K
22 May 2021 verall Project Status On Trac

Project Details

Lord Howe Island Board -
Portfolio Engineering & Infrastructure
Services

Solar PV Hybrid Renewable Energy

Project Name Project

Project ID ARENA reference: 2013/RAR0004 RMS8 Doc reference ED21/3559

Lot 230 DP47747 Lord Howe

LG\ ET ET-(]@ David Waterhouse Geographical Location Island -31.528491,
159.07475

Operational / Performance
Monitoring

Manager, Infrastructure and

Lo . Current Phase
Engineering Services

Project Sponsor

Project Thresholds and Status

Area Measure Lower Threshold Upper Threshold Current Action on
Status variation beyond
thresholds

Time Project program — -30 days on Photon +30days on Photon Report to Project
variance from schedule | milestones milestones Control Group

Cost Budget Line Items — -10% on lines <$100,000 +10% on lines <$100,000 Report to Project
variance from estimate | -5% on lines >5100,000 +5% on lines >$100,000 Control Group,
Overall budget — -5% on overall budget +5% on overall budget CFO and CEO
variance from estimate

Quality | Specification —non- Deviation from Deviation from specification Report to Project
conformances specification to the to the benefit of quality Control Group

detriment of quality
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Scope Inclusions — variance “Must” and “Should” items | Decision on “Could”/”Not
from priority 100% delivered Essential” delivered
requirements

Benefit | Fuel —reduction in 67% below 2011 (calendar) | >75% below 2011

diesel use for
electricity generation

baseline year

(calendar) baseline year

Thresholds Comments:

Wik

GOVERNMENT

Planning,
Industry &
Environment

Report to Project
Control Group

Report to Project
Control Group

Actual Completion achieved 22 April 2021. 12 and 24 month performance monitoring has now commenced.

Layout change variation materials and design costs accepted and invoiced. Labour costing rejected by LHIB and accepted by
Photon. Contingency claims to ARENA can occur now the Deed has been varied.

Project Budget — Income and Expenditure

Income - by Funding Available

Source L-T-D 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 | Contingency Total
LHIB (456,000) - - - - - (456,000)
Contingency - LHIB (755,331) - - - - (250,000) | (1,005,331)
Grant - ARENA (1,268,172) | (2,184,462) (519,997) (27,369) - - | (4,000,000)
Contingency - ARENA - (11,929) - - - (488,071) (500,000)
Loan - T-Corp - | (2,300,787) (3,599,213) - - - | (5,900,000)
Total (2,479,503) | (4,497,177) (4,119,210) (27,369) - (738,071) | (11,861,331)
Expenditure - By Budget Category L-T-D 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 Total
Scoping, project design and approvals* | 1,658,014 - - - - 1,658,014
Project Management & Administration - 431,234 682,350 66,506 49,000 1,229,090
Construction (project delivery

materials and equipment) - 18,663 136,500 - - 155,163
EPCM Contract and Contractor

Payments - 3,867,253 3,220,680 77,300 148,500 7,313,733
Contingency - LHIB 755,331 - - - - 755,331
Contingency - ARENA - 11,929 - - - 11,929
Total 2,413,345 4,329,079 4,039,530 143,806 197,500 11,123,260
* Life to Date expenditure audited, and includes expenditure relating to initial scoping of the project as a wind and solar PV
project, and then the subsequent redesign of the project to the final form of solar PV and battery storage.

Comments: Budget reporting restructured in response to the ARENA Deed Variation.
Income - LHIB cash contingency budgeted for 2019/20 carried over in full as contractually required. Principal and interest
repayments commence upon final TCorp loan draw down.
Expenditure - Financial audit of FY19/20 project income and expenditure has commenced with Thomas Noble & Russell
accountants appointed.

Contingency — Contingency is shown separately. When contingency is accessed, the expenditure is reported against the
Activity area until the Contingency Claim is approved. The Project Board has voted to approach ARENA to access contingency
for Variations VAR-02 and VAR-04. A request to access the contingency from ARENA will be submitted. LHIB Contingency may
be required to cover any additional costs incurred or rejection of the claim by ARENA.
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YTD Actuals &
Commitments

Wk
W

GOVERNMENT

Current Financial Year Expenditure (Source: Cost Plan) — as at 22 May 2021

Planning,
Industry &

YTD %-Actuals &
Commitments

Environment

Scoping, project design and
approvals*

0

Project Management &
Administration

682,350.00

203,859.33

364,948.58

568,807.91

83%

Construction (project
delivery materials and
equipment)

136,500.00

16,665.24

16,665.24

12%

EPCM Contract and
Contractor Payments

3,220,680.00

295,095.82

3,568,008.76

3,863,104.58

120%

Contingency - LHIB

Contingency - ARENA

Total

4,039,530

498,955

3,949,623

4,448,578

110%

Budget Comments: EPCM funds will remain as a commitment spanning several financial years until 2022/23. Contingency

claim to be lodged with ARENA being prepared now. If approved, this will result in Variation expenditure being reported in the
Contingency expenditure row. Liquidated Damages claim has been submitted to Photon for consideration as per the contract.
Return of Completion Undertaking is being processed according to contract.

Contractor Milestones

Contract Signing

Milestone Tracking — As at 11 March 2021 (Claim #10)

Forecast
Due Date
20/06/2019

Revised
Due Date

Variance / Comment

Complete. Claim lodged &
approved.

Complete. Claim lodged &
approved.

Complete. Claim lodged &
approved.

2. Site mobilisation 29/05/2020 -
3. Design Documentation 07/02/2019 -
4. Battery shipped from manufacturer 08/11/2019 -

Complete. Claim lodged &
approved.

manufacturer

5. PV modules, racking, inverters shipped from

6. (notused in final contract)

7. Powerhouse modifications

06/12/2019

21/09/2020

Complete. Claim lodged &
approved.

Complete. Claim lodged &
approved.

approved.

Complete. Claim lodged &
approved.
Complete. Claim lodged &
approved.

Complete. Claim lodged &
approved.
Complete. Claim lodged &
approved.

Complete. Claim lodged &
approved.

On track

8. Battery installation 14/09/2020
9. A.% PV modules, racking, inverters, distribution board 31/08/2020
delivered to site
9. B.% PV modules, racking inverters, distribution board
installed
10. A. % LV cable received on site 28/09/2020
10. B. % LV cable installed and terminated
11. Provisional acceptance (Practical Completion) 30/11/2020
12. Intermediate acceptance 30/11/2021 22/04/2022
13. Final acceptance 30/11/2021 22/04/2023

Complete. Claim lodged &
On track ‘
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Photon Milestone Comments: Milestone dates for 12 and 13 intermediate and final acceptance adjusted following completion
of Milestone 11.

Composting toilet installed 30/07/2020 TBA RFQ to be issued.

Unsealed access track constructed 01/09/2020 TBA Requirements to be confirmed

now that solar array
construction is complete.
Entryway / carpark asphalting & fuel area bund 01/09/2020 TBA Best approach being consider
to integrate with roadworks.
Other Contractor Comments: Road works to be considered as package of work for roads contractor in the context of broader
Island work for improved economy of scale. Timing on this is TBA. Composting toilet quote rec’d from Photon exceeded
budget. Quotes from local builders to be sourced in 2021. Work may be delayed until FY21/22.
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Issues, Changes and Decisions

Changes / variations for period

D Description of variation Approved by Date Approved
Nil
Comment:

Decisions for period

Decision Date Decision | Decision Made By Decision Details
ID Status Made
Milestone 11 22/04/2021 LHIB Milestone 11 Practical Completion achieved.

Comments:

Success Stories

e  Completion of Milestone 11 Practical Completion. 100% reliability and high solar penetration with full automatic control
since completion.

Senior Management Team and Board Feedback
SMT: Recommended “Overall Status” For Program: On Track

Recommended focus area/s:

e Completion of ARENA Milestone 9 reporting and ARENA contingency claims.
e Focus on ARENA knowledge sharing objectives.

e Continue to monitor performance and liaise with Photon and Tesla.

e Follow up on media releases.
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LORD HOWE ISLAND BOARD

Business Paper

OPEN SESSION

ITEM
List of Owner’s Consents dealt with under Delegated Authority.

RECOMMENDATION

The report is submitted to the Board for information.

BACKGROUND

The Minster for the Environment has approved delegated authority regarding the issuing of
owners consents by the CEO providing:

1. The development value is not more than $2 million,
2. Does not relate to development for the purpose of a new dwelling, and
3. Complies with any planning instrument in force relating to the Island.

CURRENT POSITION

The following owner consent applications complied with the above requirements and have
been determined by the CEO since the last Board meeting, as detailed below:

OoC Applicant | Site Proposal Zone Decision
2021.3.1 | Diane Lot 2 DP Change of use unit 1 at Lorhiti Zone 2 Approved
Owens | 1261010 | Apartments from tourist Settlement subject to
accommodation to staff room, conditions
office, storage and utilities room. 6/07/2021.
Decommission unit 1.
2021.1.1 | Diane Lot 2 DP Continued use of constructed Zone 2 Approved
Owens | 1261010 | (unapproved) Storeroom 1, and Settlement subject to
workshop. Construction of conditions
Storeroom 2 attached to existing 8/07/2021.

workshop on existing concrete
slab. Construction of undercover
area on new concrete slab.

Page 1 of 2



2020.11.1 | John Portion 91 | Extension to an existing building Zone 2 Approved
Green at Earl's Anchorage. Increase Settlement subject to
internal floor area. Update conditions
existing laundry and bathroom. 2/03/2021
Remove existing deck and
replace with a new timber deck.
RECOMMENDATION

The report is submitted to the Board for information.

Prepared: Belinda Panckhurst, Administration Officer

Endorsed: Angie Stringer, Acting Chief Executive Officer

Page 2 of 2
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ITEM

LORD HOWE ISLAND BOARD

Business Paper

OPEN SESSION

List of Development Applications dealt with under Delegated Authority.

RECOMMENDATION

The report is submitted to the Board for information.

BACKGROUND

The Minster for the Environment, under section 80(1) of the Environmental Planning &
Assessment Act, issued authority to the CEO to determine development applications

providing:

1.
2.
3

CURRENT POSITION

The development value is not more than $150,000
No more than 3 written objections are received within the exhibition period; and

The application has not been called up for full Board determination by any Board
Member. (All Lord Howe Island Board development applications are to be
determined by the full Board)

The following development applications complied with the above requirements and have been
determined by the CEO since the last Board meeting, as detailed below:

DA Applicant | Site Proposal Zone Decision
MDC Fletcher Lot 2 1.5m extension to approved Zone 2 Approved
2016.26.2 | Owens DP1261010 | garage addition on Settlement subject to
Infrastructure Building. conditions
8/07/2021.
DA John Portion 91 Extension to an existing Zone 2 Approved
2021.5.1 | Green building at Earl's Anchorage. | Settlement | subject to
Increase internal floor area. conditions
Update existing laundry and 14/07/2021
bathroom. Remove existing
deck and replace with a new
timber deck.
DA Diane Lot 2 Change of use unit 1 at Lorhiti | Zone 2 Approved
2021.3.1 | Owens DP1261010 | Apartments from tourist Settlement | subject to
accommodation to staff room,

Page 1 of 2




office, storage and utilities

conditions

room. Decommission unit 1. 6/07/2021.
DA Diane Lot 2 Continued use of constructed Zone 2 Approved
2021.1.1 | Owens DP1261010 | (unapproved) Storeroom 1, Settlement | subject to

and workshop. Construction conditions

of Storeroom 2 attached to 8/07/2021.

existing workshop on existing
concrete slab. Construction of
undercover area on new
concrete slab.

RECOMMENDATION

The report is submitted to the Board for information.

Prepared: Belinda Panckhurst, Administration Officer

Endorsed: Angie Stringer, Acting Chief Executive Officer

Page 2 of 2
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LORD HOWE ISLAND BOARD

BUSINESS PAPER

Planning Assessment Report

Summary Assessment Report

1 Item

0C2021.05 & DA2021.06 — Proposed New Tourist Accommodation and Onsite Wastewater
System, Lot 21 DP 1169260, Old Lagoon Road, Lord Howe Island.

2 Summary Assessment Report

Assessment Officer

Address/Property
Description
Proposal

DA No
Applicant
Owner Consent Granted

Estimated Cost of
Development
Site Inspection

Zone
Significant Native
Vegetation Map

Notification

Submissions Received

Recommendation

‘0
ALL ABOUT

Peter Chapman (AAP Consultant Planner)
Lot 21 DP 1169260, Old Lagoon Road, Lord Howe Island

Proposed New Tourist Accommodation and Onsite
Wastewater System

DA 2021.06

Jessica Owens

OC 2021.05 submitted and assessed concurrently with DA
$60,000

A site inspection has been undertaken by Board officers

Zone 2 Settlement. The proposed development is permissible
with consent from the LHI Board.

Part of the lot contains mapped Significant Native Vegetation
(SNV). The proposed tourist accommodation is surrounded by
mapped SNV but is located within an existing non-mapped
clearing.

The DA was placed on public exhibition from 26/04/2021 to
26/05/2021 due to the existing dwelling onsite being a heritage
item under the LEP.

No submissions received.

a) That OC2021.05 for a Proposed New Tourist
Accommodation and Onsite Wastewater System on Lot
21 DP 1169260, Old Lagoon Road, Lord Howe Island be
approved.

b) That DA2021.06 for a Proposed New Tourist
Accommodation and Onsite Wastewater System on Lot
21 DP 1169260, Old Lagoon Road, Lord Howe Island be
approved subject to the application of the conditions listed
in the report.

Page 1 of 28




3 Consent Authority

Owner’s Consent Delegations

The Minister has authorised the Lord Howe Island Board’'s (LHIB) CEO to grant owners
consent to the lodgement of development, subject to the following conditions:

e The value of the development must not exceed $2,000,000

e The application must, in the opinion of the person granting owner’s consent,
comply with any Planning Instrument which is in force relating to the Island.

o The owner’s consent must not relate to a proposed development application
for the subdivision of land.

e The OC must not relate to the creation of new residential dwellings.

Development Application Delegations

The LHIB CEO and Chairperson has delegation to grant consent to DAs (DAs) subject to the
following conditions:

e The value of the development must not total $150,000 or more (as calculated by the
LHIB).

o The DA must not relate to the subdivision of land or the erection of new dwellings.

¢ No more than 3 written submissions received within 14 days of the public exhibition
period.

The subject OC and DA meets the above CEO delegations, in all respects other than
compliance with the Lord Howe Island Local Environment Plan 2013 (as a Planning
Instrument) in regards to the 5m side boundary setback. Hence the OC and DA is referred to
the LHIB for determination (rather than under the delegations of the CEO).

4 Site Description

The site is identified as Lot 21 DP 1169260, Lord Howe Island fronting Old Lagoon Road . As
illustrated in figure 1 (following) Lot 21 has an irregular in shape containing the LEP heritage
listed detached dwelling known as Kentia, associated water and septic tanks and a detached
studio/ storage area.

Access to Lot 21 and the above structures is off Old Lagoon Road via an established driveway.
Lot 21 has a site area of 1.157ha and a frontage of 45.7m to Old Lagoon Road,.

The proposed development in located solely within Lot 21. The LHI Airport adjoins the subject
site to the east and north.

As is illustrated in figure 2 below, the site is zoned 2 Settlement under the LHI LEP 2010, and
most of the site is mapped SNV with existing clearings for the primary dwelling, driveway/
manoeuvring areas, studio/ storage etc. The indicated location for the proposed tourist cabin
is within a mapped SNV area however the LHIB’'s Manager Environment World Heritage, is
satisfied that it is within an existing clearing that does not contain SNV vegetation (ref section
5 — Referrals for more details).

‘0
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Proposed. Tourist
Cabin Location

Figure 1: Subject site layout with approx. cabin location highlighted

109

183

20

220

Extract from the Lord Howe Island Local Evironmental Extract from the LEP 2010 SNV Map identifying extent of SNV on
Plan 2010 (LEP 2010) Zoning Map detailing 2 Settlement subject site.
zoning of site

Figure 2: LHI LEP Mapping Extracts
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5 Proposed Development

The proposed development is for the construction of a new tourist accommodation and the
installation of an upgraded onsite wastewater system. The accommodation is to be in the
form of a detached self-contained tourist cabin to be constructed in an existing clearing within
mapped SNV on the site.

As detailed on the submitted plan extracts (ref following pages) the cabin is to be 5mx9m in
area with an area of 45m?, it will be of timber (piered) construction, be single storey with a
single pitched, gabled colorbond roof.

The floor plan will have an external deck at one end with the cabin entrance opening onto
an open plan living, dining and kitchen area with raked ceilings, then a single bedroom and
adjoining bathroom.

As mentioned above the cabin is proposed within an existing vegetation clearing setback off
the side boundary of Lot 21 a distance of 4m and 47m from the rear site boundary. As can
be seen in the aerial photo of the site (ref figure 1), the existing surrounding vegetation will
effectively screen the cabin from the existing heritage listed primary dwelling — Kentia, the
nearby studio/ storage area, the adjoining airport and Old Lagoon Road.

Also included in the applications is the installation of a new onsite wastewater treatment
system for the entire site including the proposed tourist accommodation. This is to be a
FujiClean CE1500EX Aerated Wastewater Treatment System. It is to be installed in
conjunction with the existing septic tank servicing the main dwelling. An existing additional
septic tank adjoining the studio will become a catch tank from which effluent will be pumped
to the new treatment system. The proposed tourist cabin will also have a catch tank that will
be connected via pump to the treatment system.

The FujiClean is a NSW Health accredited system and will disinfect the effluent chlorine prior
to discharge to the proposed irrigation field in the north eastern rear of the site within an
existing non-vegetated area. This is to consist of 12mm drip pipe surface laid in a 10mx42m
area which will be planted with native vegetation suitable for the location adjoining the LHI
airport.

The above wastewater system has been designed in consultation with LHIB staff.

In association with the subject OC and DA, the applicant intends to receive 2 x tourist bed
licences from Lorhiti Lodge separate to these applications. A condition regarding the holding
of two bed licences for the operation of the subject tourist accommodation is included in the
recommendation of this report.

Plans including a site location plan, floor plan and elevations have been submitted, as
reproduced on the following pages.
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Figure 7: Submitted cabin front elevation

6 Referrals

The LHIB has advised that the application was distributed to the relevant internal specialists
for review. No objections to the proposal were raised subject to relevant conditions. The table
below outlines the issues raised by these specialists and the response.

6.1 Comments received from internal specialists

Specialist Issue Comment
Manager Comment Noted and
Environment | The property is zoned Zone No. 2 — Settlement according to the Lord | recommended
World Howe Island Local Environmental Plan 2010. The objectives of this | accordingly
Heritage zone are: to provide opportunities for limited residential and

(Hank commercial development. The proposal is consistent with these

Bower) objectives.

The proposed construction of a tourist accommodation cabin on
cleared land and transfer of two bed licenses will not result in the
removal or disturbance of Significant Native Vegetation (SNV) or
threatened species or their habitats as it does not require the
removal of any vegetation. The site is mapped as SNV, but has been
subjected to considerable illegal removal of native vegetation by the
previous leaseholder. The proposal as it stands will not incur in any
impacts to native vegetation or fauna habitats as it is being
constructed on cleared land.

To better understand the boundaries of remaining vegetation it is
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recommended that the applicant provide an up to date aerial photo
of the site, which will assist to prepare a vegetation restoration plan.

To improve the extent, condition and connectivity of native
vegetation at the site, it is recommended the proponents prepare a
vegetation restoration plan identifying priority areas for revegetation,
natural regeneration, corridors, species list for planting and details
weed control techniques for weeds on site. The highest priority
revegetation works should be strategically located to reduce visibility
of the cabin from the surrounding landscape. The proponents have
indicated their desire to undertake vegetation restoration works on
disturbed sections of their land, although they wish for this to be
mostly aspirational rather than conditional so they can implement
incrementally.

There is native vegetation in the Study area which is mapped by
Sherringham et al 2016 as community 17a —Greybark — blackbutt
rainforest, 12a Kentia Palm Forest of coral sand and calcarenite and
Ep Environmental planting. The vegetation at the Subject site is
mapped by Pickard (1983) as vegetation association Da-Ct Drypetes
australasica — Cryptocarya triplinervis. The Sherimgham et al 2016
mapping is considered accurate where native vegetation remains in
tact.

The subject site provides known or potential habitat for at least 6
threatened species being; LHI Gecko Christinus guentheri, LHI
Currawong Strepera graculina crissalis, LHI Golden Whistler
Pachycephala pectoralis contempta, LHI Silvereye Zosterops
lateralis tephropleura, Lord Howe Woodhen Hypotaenidia sylvestris
and LHI Placostylus Placostylus bivaricosus.

The LHI Currawong, LHI Golden Whistler, LHI Silvereye and LH
Woodhen are all widely distributed across the Island and regularly
occupy forests and gardens within the settlement. They are
commonly found co-habiting with human infrastructure within the
settlement area and in the case of the LHI Currawong, LHI Golden
Whistler, LHI Silvereye and LH Woodhen will forage and roost
around dwellings and associated infrastructure. However, the core
habitat resources for all these species is dense native vegetation.

The LHI Gecko is known to occur throughout the settlement of LHI
where it can utilise human made structures and stock piled building
materials (e.g. sheets of corrugated iron etc) as sheltering habitat. It
can be found within cavities of dwellings that exclude rodents and
shelters within cracks and cavities in trees and rocks. It may be found
when moving stored items in gardens etc. Any animals detected
during works must be moved to similar habitat structures in the
adjacent area (e.g. fallen timber within dense native vegetation, old
dwellings/structures) away from the development site.

The Subject site includes areas mapped as modeled High Quality
Habitat (A) for LHI Placostylus. This mapping is considered accurate
where there is intact native vegetation present. The Subject site
supports habitat features suitable for the LHI Placostylus and was
historically known as one of the main habitat areas on the island.
The proposal will not impact this species as the construction of a
tourist cabin is located on cleared land. The proposal has potential
to restore habitat for threatened species through strategic
revegetation with native species. The LHI Placostylus favours
forested habitats on calcarenite soils with a dense shaded canopy,
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continuity with large areas of vegetation and a thick moist leaf layer
in which they can burrow during dry times. This habitat exists on the
property and any restoration efforts should aim to reconstruct similar
vegetation through revegetation, natural regeneration and weed
control.

A 5 Part Test of significance is attached and concludes that the
proposed development will not result in any significant impacts on
any Threatened species, populations or ecological communities, or
their habitats providing the recommendations below are adhered to.

Recommendations

That the development be approved subject to.

e Ifany live LHI Gecko or LHI Placostylus are detected during
works they must be moved to similar habitat structures in the
adjacent area (e.g. fallen timber within dense native
vegetation, old dwellings/structures) away from the
development site so they can escape predation by predators
such as LHI Currawong and LH Woodhen.

e All building materials and building activity are restricted to
being stock piled on cleared open areas.

e Submit a vegetation restoration plan including current aerial
photo of extent of native vegetation, proposed revegetation
areas, natural regeneration areas, corridors, species for
planting and details weed control techniques for weeds on
site.

e The highest priority revegetation works should be
strategically located to reduce visibility of the cabin from the
surrounding landscape and be double the area of the cabin.

Team
Leader,
Compliance
and Projects
(Kate
Dignam)

Building Class: 3 — Tourist Accommodation

If the Development Application is approved the applicant must
appoint a Principal Certifying Authority (PCA) and apply for a
Construction Certificate for the proposed works. No works can
commence until a valid Construction Certificate for the works has
been issued.

e The PCA will require lodgement of certified structural
engineering plans for the works before issuance of a
Construction Certificate.

e The PCA will ensure all necessary approvals are in place,
conduct mandatory inspections of the works as required and
issue the Occupation Certificate.

The applicant will need to provide evidence of payment of a Long
Service Levy as per section 34 of the Building and Construction
Industry Long Service Payments Act 1986 to their nominated PCA
prior to the issuing of a Construction Certificate.

As a Class 3 Single Sole Occupancy Unit the Building Code of
Australia requires the Tourist Accommodation Unit to be accessible
i.e. have features to enable use by people with a disability. The
submitted plans do not comply with access for people with a
disability.

Noted and
recommended
accordingly
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The applicant is to ensure that fire detection and early warning
devices, such as smoke detectors, are installed in the Tourist
Accommodation Unit so that occupants may evacuate, in the event
of fire, to a place of safety. The placement of early warning devices
is to be in accordance with AS1851.8.

The applicant is to ensure that fire-fighting equipment is installed as
per the requirements of the Building Code of Australia (BCA) for a
class 3 building.

The applicant is to ensure that an Annual Fire Safety Statement for
the Tourist Accommodation Unit is supplied to the Board as a record
of the functionality and ongoing maintenance of any fire safety
measures installed.

All construction waste is to be contained within the site and then be
recycled or disposed of at the authorised waste management facility
on the Island. This excludes asbestos waste, which is the
responsibility of the applicant to remove from the Island. Waste
disposal fees will be charged in accordance with the Lord Howe
Island Board’s schedule of fees and charges.

The applicant is to ensure all stormwater from the roof structures is
diverted to rainwater tanks or an appropriate absorption provided.
The method of management of the stormwater is not clear in the
application and is to be shown on the construction drawings.

The applicant must demonstrate that the drinking water supplied to
the Tourist Accommodation Unit will consistently meet the Australian
Drinking Water Guidelines 2011 and any subsequent amendments
to the Guidelines.

An appropriate drinking water management system and quality
assurance programme (QAP), in compliance with NSW Health
requirements and the Public Health Act 2010 and Regulation 2012,
is to be provided to the Board. To assist commercial operations the
Board have prepared QAP templates for use and are available on
the Board'’s website using the following link:
https://www.lhib.nsw.gov.au/board/publications/plans.

It should be noted the Board lodge the supplied QAP with NSW
Health for their regulatory oversight.

The nominated PCA is not to issue an Occupancy Certificate for the
Tourist Accommodation Unit unless the QAP has been received by
the Board.

All plumbing work is to be undertaken by a licenced plumber.

All waterproofing of wet areas, such as a bathroom, is to be carried
out in accordance with the Building Code of Australia (BCA) and
certified by an appropriate person. The certification must be provided
to the PCA before any Occupancy Certificate for the building can be
issued.

All electrical work is to be undertaken by a licenced electrician.
Electrical Compliance Certification is to be provided to the Board
before any Occupancy Certificate for the building is issued.

‘0

ALL ABOUT

Page 11 of 28



https://www.lhib.nsw.gov.au/board/publications/plans

No excavation to be carried out until the site is inspected by the LHIB
Senior Electrical Officer, i.e. ‘dial before you dig’.

Wastewater:

The proposed wastewater treatment system, including satellite and
associated effluent land application area calculations are correct for
the applicant’s stated intent and expected output nutrient level for a
FujiClean CE1500EX system. The following table outlines the
expected daily hydraulic load for the proposal:

Total
Source Number Lt/day Lt/day
Main House 3 xbed =4EP | 120 480
Studio  (proposed | 4, poq = 2Ep | 120 240
staff accom.)
quposed Tourist 2 X pax 150 300

nit

Total Daily Hydraulic Load 1,020

The installation of the wastewater treatment system is overseen by
the Lord Howe Island Board and not the PCA. The PCA however, is
not to issue an Occupancy Certificate for the Tourist Accommodation
Unit until such time the Board has carried out the final commissioning
inspection of the wastewater treatment system and is satisfied that
the installation and operation of the system meets the parameters of
the strategy.

The effluent land application area of 412m? is based on the
assumption of the soil type of sand. The applicant is to provide a soil
sample from the proposed effluent land application area to validate
the irrigation area calculations. The soil sample is to be taken at a
depth of 1m to 1.5m. The soil sample must be received prior to any
installation works of the system. If the soil sample realises a different
type to sand the effluent land application area may be subject
change.

The applicant is to notify the Board, with a minimum 7 days’ notice,
of the commencement of the wastewater treatment system
installation, this includes treatment system, satellite ‘catch tanks’ and
effluent irrigation pipe network.

Evidence of a Contract or Service Agreement between the applicant
and a Lord Howe Island Board accredited Service Agent is required
prior to approval for the wastewater management system to operate
without a licence.

Service Reports and test results, as per the requirements of the
Strategy, are to be supplied to the Board on a quarterly basis.
Leaseholders are to ensure their Service Agents provide this data to
the Board. Failure to supply reports and tests may result in removal
of operating approvals and the issuance of fines to the Leaseholder
in accordance with the Local Government Act and Regulations.

Surveyor The proposed new tourist accommodation measuring 5x9m overall | Noted
(Gary has been staked as per the DA site plans. The proposed building is
Millman) 4m from the boundary between Por.183 and Lot 21 as it is

constrained by a large Greybark tree to the south east.
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7 Planning Assessment

The following planning assessment has been undertaken for the proposed development taking
into account the relevant statutory controls, and other relevant matters as detailed below.

7.1 Commonwealth legislation
7.1.1 Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999

The Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth) (EPBC Act)
provides for the protection of certain matters of national environmental significance (NES)
listed under the Act, which include:

World Heritage Areas

National Heritage Places

Ramsar wetlands of international importance

Commonwealth listed threatened species and ecological communities
Listed migratory species

Commonwealth marine areas

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park

Nuclear actions.

Under the EPBC Act, Commonwealth approval is required from the Minister for the
Environment (Minister) for any action that will have or is likely to have a significant impact on
a NES, or on the environment of Commonwealth land or on the environment if the action is
proposed to be taken by a Commonwealth agency (known as a ‘controlled action’).

A person proposing to take a controlled action must refer the proposal to the Minister for
determination. A person proposing to take an action that the person thinks is not a controlled
action may refer the proposal to the Minister for the Minister's decision whether or not the
action is a controlled action.

Lord Howe lIsland is a declared World Heritage Property. Section 12 of the EPBC Act 1999
requires approval of actions that involve a significant impact on a declared World Heritage
Property.

An Advisory Note has been included in the recommendation to this report, that the applicant
make independent enquiries with the Australian Government's Department of Agriculture,
Water and the Environment, to confirm whether they consider the proposed actions as detailed
in this report are likely to have any impact on the heritage values of the:

o World Heritage and National Heritage listed Lord Howe Island Group - ID 105085 and
105694, and

e Register of the National Estate listed Lord Howe Island Group and Marine Environs -
ID 201.

7.2 NSW legislation

7.21 Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016

The Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 (NSW) (BC Act) sets the framework for the listing of
threatened species, populations and ecological communities, and key threatening processes

in NSW, and the preparation and implementation of recovery plans and threat abatement
plans.
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The BC Act also provides the mechanism for applying for and obtaining licences to take
actions, which could result in harm to a threatened species, population or ecological
community, or their habitat, or damage to critical habitat.

The proposed development has been reviewed and assessed for it's ecological impacts by
the LHIB's Environment World Heritage (ref section 5 of this report). This specialist
assessment found that “The proposal as it stands will not incur in any impacts to native
vegetation or fauna habitats as it is being constructed on cleared land’. It also advised that
the 5 Part Test of Significance found “that the proposed development will not result in any
significant impacts on any Threatened species, populations or ecological communities, or their
habitats providing the recommendations below are adhered to”.

The according ecological recommendations have been included in the recommendation of this
report.

7.2.2 NSW Heritage Act 1977

The main objective of the Heritage Act 1977 (Heritage Act) is to encourage the conservation
of the heritage of NSW. Pursuant to Section 4.45 of the EP&A Act 1979, Section 58 and
Section 57(1) of the Heritage Act are triggered by this application.

The Lord Howe Island Group is listed on the State Heritage Register. Section 57(1) of the
Heritage Act requires that all applications to carry out development on Lord Howe Island, be
referred to and granted concurrence by the NSW Heritage Office. This provision is overridden
however by the operation of section 57(2), in the circumstance of the Minister issuing a
Heritage Exemption Order.

On 9 January 2015, the NSW Minister for Heritage published an order under section 57(2) of
the Heritage Act, providing for an exemption to refer specific activities to the Heritage Division,
instead requiring referral of only those applications requiring consent under clause 39 of the
LEP 2010. As the subject site included a heritage item listed under the LHI LEP 2013, (being
the primary dwelling on the site known as Kentia), the applications were required to be referred
to NSW Heritage as the Ministerial Heritage Exemption could not be relied upon for the above
reason.

The advice received on the subject applications from Heritage NSW was the following:

* It is recommended that a Statement of Heritage Impact be submitted as part of the
Development Application that assesses the potential impact of the proposal on the
heritage significance of the State Heritage listed Lord Howe Island, locally listed ‘Kentia’
and other local heritage items within its vicinity. The Statement of Heritage Impact is to be
prepared by a qualified heritage professional in accordance with Heritage Council
guidelines.

The Statement of Heritage Impact should consider the potential impact of the proposal on
the setting, streetscape character of Lagoon Road and visual impact of the proposed
tourist accommodation including views and vistas to and from ‘Kentia’ and locally listed
heritage items within its vicinity.

* It is proposed to install the Fujiclean system (wastewater system) adjacent to the existing
septic tank and the treated effluent would be discharged to the proposed irrigation field.
The documentation provided does not specify the excavation depth associated with the
proposed installation of the wastewater system and irrigation field. Given the early
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development of this area, it is recommended that a condition of consent be included to
address the potential for historical archaeology which requires the applicant provide a
historical archaeological assessment for the site prior to any works commencing to ensure
that there is no potential for historical archaeology within the proposed works footprint.

The archaeological assessment must be undertaken by a suitably qualified and
experienced historical archaeologist. If the archaeological assessment indicates the
potential for historical archaeological ‘relics’ to be present at the site, and the proposed
works will disturb them, further approval under the Heritage Act 1977 will be required prior
to works commencing.

Heritage NSW advises that no further comment on this development is required unless
the design changes in a way that would impact State significant historic heritage, or in the
event historical archaeology is identified as being present at the subject site.

The above request was passed onto the applicant who organised for a heritage consultant to
(Michael Edwards - Edwards Heritage Consultants) prepare the required statement of heritage
impact (SOHI).

The SOHI is comprehensive and has been suitably prepared by a qualified heritage
professional in accordance with NSW Heritage Council Guidelines (as required in the Heritage
NSW request).

The conclusion and recommendations of the report are as follows:

“This heritage Impact Statement has re-assessed the heritage values of the property
and found that “Kentia” is of historical, aesthetic, associative, social, technical, rarity and
representative significance at a local level. Subsequently, a more comprehensive
Statement of Cultural Significance has been developed.

The proposed secondary dwelling has been assessed with regards to the re-assessed
heritage values and consideration has been given to the visual and physical impacts of
the proposed development on the identified heritage values of the property.

The proposal will not result in any material affectation to significant heritage fabric and
will sit quietly near the west boundary of the site, at a substantial distance from ‘Kentia’.
Hidden from sight by vegetation, the proposed cabin will not affect any significant views
to or from the heritage item. As the proposed building will be of timber construction and
small in scale, it will have an unobtrusive appearance and retain the prominence of the
native vegetation on site.

Subject to the recommendations below, the proposed tourist accommodation dwelling
at ‘Kentia’ is considered to have an entirely acceptable heritage impact.”

Recommendation:

1. Archaeology: Should substantial intact archaeological deposits whether artefacts,
relics or occupation deposits be discovered or uncovered, excavation and/ or
disturbance of the site is to immediately cease and the Consent Authority and
Heritage NSW are to be notified.

Additional archaeological assessment may be required prior to works continuing in
the affected area/s based on the nature of the discovery.”

The recommendation of this report includes the application of the above requirement as a
condition of approval.
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7.3 Local Statutory Plans and Policies

7.31

Lord Howe Island Local Environmental Plan 2010 (LEP 2010)

The LEP 2010 is the principal environmental planning instrument applying to the proposal.
The following summary table details the LEP provisions relevant to the subject proposal,
together with assessment and/or comment as required.

LEP 2010 compliance summary table:

LEP 2010 Complies | Comment
Y/N

Part 1 Preliminary

2 Commencement and Y Each of the aims of the LEP 2010 have been considered
Aims of Plan in the assessment of this application. As assessed and

recommended the proposed work can be undertaken with
minimal negative environmental impact and/or
disturbance to protected flora and fauna native to the
Island.

3 Land to which plan Y The LEP 2010 applies to the subject site which is part of
applies Lord Howe Island, as defined in Section 3 of the Lord

Howe Island Act 1953.
6 Who is the consent Y The Lord Howe Island Board (LHIB) is the relevant
authority  for  this consent authority.
Plan?
7 Maps Y Noted.
9 Exempt Development N/A The proposed works are not listed as Exempt
Development within Schedule 1 of the LEP.

11 Matters that must be Y All relevant matters contained within Clause 11 are
satisfied before satisfied — refer to the Clause 11 assessment following.
development consent
granted

Part 2 General Provisions applying in particular zones

12 Land Use Zones Y The land is zoned Zone 2 Settlement.

14 Zone 2 Settlement Y The subject DA complies with the LEP zone objectives

and is permissible with the consent of the LHIB.

Part 3 Special Provisions

Division 1 Provisions for particular kinds of development

22

Tourist
accommodation,
staff
accommodation
and commercial
premises

Y

Cl. 22(1a) of the 2010 LEP requires that the total area of
the allotment occupied by any building comprising, or
ancillary to, tourist accommodation, staff
accommodation or commercial premises will equate to
no more than 15% of the balance of the area of the
allotment remaining taking into consideration the
minimum dwelling area deduction.

This equates to the following existing calculations for the
subject site:

11,157m? — 3,000m? (min. dwell area)= 8,157m? x 15%
= 1,222.55m? Max Permissible Site Coverage.

The proposed site coverage (as relevant to cl.22(1a)) is:
Proposed Tourist Cabin = 45m?
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Total Site Coverage = 45m? (< than the 1,222.55m?
max thus complying with the LEP)

At least 50% of the total area of the lot will still remain
comprised of native landscaped areas, with no
proposed removal of existing species required as part
of this development. Instead native revegetation works
are proposed in the application supporting the LEP
requirements.

There is a satisfactory business need for the proposed
new tourist accommodation through the separate
proposal to transfer 2 x tourist bed licences to the
applicant from Lorhiti Lodge.

29

Maximum height of
buildings: 7.5m

The existing and proposed development has a height of
3.65m as shown on the proposed development plans.
This is below the LEP specified maximum of 7.5m.

Division 2 Provisions that apply to particular land

32
(2)

Setbacks of buildings
in Zone 1,2 or 5:

- 10m to aroad
frontage and

- B5m all other
boundaries

Y

The proposed tourist cabin is to be located approx. 54m
from the front property boundary, 4m from the western
side boundary and 47m from the rear property boundary
with the airport. As a consequence, the proposal complies
with the LEP except in relation to the 4m side boundary
setback.

In the circumstances the above non-compliance is
reasonable and is supported in light of the following:

o the e